KNOW YOUR

RIGHTSI
Alcohol and Noise Issues 

• An Amherst bylaw REQUIRES that anyone possessing a keg of beer must have a license
issued by the police department; possession of a keg without a license can result in a
substantial fines, Keg licenses MUST be applied for at the Amherst police department, and take
3-5 days to process, Amherst Police 256-4011,
• State criminal laws provide for fines and possible imprisonment for disturbing the peace, In
addition, an Amherst bylaw provides for criminal penalties for excessive and unlawful
noise, Under the bylaw, a FINE of $100 will be imposed for a first violation; $200 for a second
violation within 12 months; and $300 for a third or subsequent violation within 12 months, If
the person responsible for the violation continues to violate the bylaw after a written warning,
that person can be ARRESTED, If the person responsible cannot be detenmlned, those in
control of the premises (Le" the tenants) can be held responsible,
.The Student Code of Conduct MAY be applied off campus,

Search and Seizure
• Police do not have the right to enter your home or apartment without your consent unless
they see something ILLEGAL in PLAIN VIEW, have a SEARCH WARRANT, or are in "hot
pursuit" of a suspect.
• If you speak to a police officer, you should exit your home or apartment and close the door
behind you, After you do so, speak politely to the officer, and stay calm, Wait until s/he has left
the area, and then go back inside,
• If you do not consent to a search, you should politely say: "I do not consent to a search of
my person, belongings, home or vehicle, I retain my 4th Amendment rights and all other
rights under the United States Constitution. I will say nothing until I can consult with an
attorney."
• If you do not consent to a search, the officer MUST release you, detain you, or attempt to
obtain a search warrant in order to perform a search. The mere fact that you do not consent to
a search does not give the officer grounds to detain you or obtain a warrant.
• If you do consent, the officer CAN and WILL conduct the search without a warrant. The
officer has the right to seize any1hing in plain view; otherwise, in general, the officer must
have a warrant to seize any potential contraband or other evidence.
• A search must be limited to areas that could possibly contain the evidence or contraband that
the warrant specifies, If contraband is found, you and perhaps others will probably be arrested,

